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“Each true descendant of those sires, that thing beneath the skin 
That stamps an Irish Wolfhound - be he champion or pet, 
The heritage, that down the years, these dogs do not forget.” - Unknown 

  ANNUAL MEETING & ELECTIONS 
      SET FOR NOVEMBER …… 2 

 

    Summer 

BEST OF BREED 

Irish Wolfhound Club of America 2013 National Specialty 

CH HOUND HILL VALLEY OF AERIE 12/17/2007. Breeder: Doug Marx & Amy Benjamin.  

Sire: CH Pitolochry's Quintus   Dam: Viceroy Of Aerie.  Owner: Donna Brown, Doug Marx & Amy Benjamin. 

Pictured (l-r): Judge Jocelyne Gagne, Amy Benjamin, Donna Brown, Doug Marx, and IWCA President Pat Cobb. 

Photo courtesy of Mindy Levin with permission of Donna Brown. 

CONGRATULATIONS DONNA, Doug Marx & Amy Benjamin! 



New Health Guidelines Available 
 

    Where to start?  

Let’s start with the 

Nationals! They 

were great and this 

year even better for 

being in Asheville. 

Many members 

attended (see page 

10 and 11) and several took home 

ribbons and trophies.  

     The auction raised a record 

$20,000+ for the Irish Wolfhound 

Foundation and IWCA due to the hard 

work of Auction Chair Donna Pitt, and 

Joe, her devoted assistant. They did a 

marvelous job of gathering items and 

coordinating the event.  

     The Sweepstakes, Lure Coursing, 

Obedience, and Rally Trials were at 

Taylor Ranch. An ideal and beautiful 

site for these events. 

     One very memorable moment was 

Monday morning when the National 

Anthem was sung over the P.A. system 

and the hounds joined in with their 

ululating. It raised the hair on the 

back of my neck. I will remember that 

forever. The weather, facilities, and  

hounds were great. 

     Next year the National Specialty  

will be at Grey Summit, Missouri, at 

Purina Farms and I encourage all to 

participate. You will learn more about 

your hounds - whether you have a pet 

or you show and/or breed them - 

than you will in years otherwise. We 

have been proud owners since 1973, 

and wish we had been more involved 

with the National Specialty in all those 

years. People are willing to share their 

knowledge and experience, and you 

will see beautiful dogs. 

     Two weeks before the National 

Specialty, over 50 members gathered 

at Linda King’s beautiful place near 

Charlottesville, Virginia. There were 

games that included focusing on 

different parts of the breed standard 

and looking at the dogs as a judge 

might.  It was fun and all had the 

chance to see from a Conformation 

Judge’s point of view. For those who 

don’t show, conformation is important 

because it assures the breed continues 

to meet the standard established over 

a century ago.   

     As I write this, Linda King and 

Donna Lawlor, who serve as our 

program committee, are working with 

Jeannie Sandhal to have a gathering  

in South Carolina in early fall.  Our 

Vice President, Liz Patel, is arranging 

our annual meeting and gathering in 

November (see below.) If you would 

like to help with either or both events 

please contact Linda or Donna 

(contact info. on page 15) to offer 

your assistance. It will be fun and the 

more people that help the less work 

falls on a few. We do not want to 

“burn out” our volunteers.   

     Speaking of volunteering, we are 

looking for a volunteer to take over 

the web site and the Yahoo Group for 

the club. The hard work is done, it just 

needs maintenance. Our current 

webmaster, Anne Burnett, will show 

you what needs to be done and how 

to do it.  We just need someone with a 

little computer sense. 

     Lastly, we have 64 members! This 

is great - the more members that we 

have the more we can fulfill the 

objectives of the club, in particular: 

 

  (a)    to promote the health and 

        welfare of the Irish Wolfhound; 
 

  (b)    to encourage and sponsor 

        education in all areas  

        pertaining to the health and     

        welfare of the Irish Wolfhound. 

 

Thanks to all for your participation. 
 

    Jeff Traylor 
  President 

IWAMS Annual Meeting 
Saturday, November 9, 2013 from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

 
Mark your calendars! 

The Annual IWAMS Fall Gathering this year 

will be held at the Durham Kennel Club on 

Saturday, November 9 from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

We need 3 - 4 volunteers for setup / break down. 

Please email Liz Patel at: liz@loneriderbrewery.com    

if you can help.  It’s a very quick set up 

(unfolding tables and placing out food) 

and breakdown (folding chairs and 

tables and, of course, use the vacuum!) 

More details will be in our fall 

newsletter.  For more information on 

the Durham Kennel Club go to: 

www.durhamkennelclub.com 

Club Nominations 
Elections at the annual meeting on November 9 

New board members are voted on 

at our annual meeting in November. 

It would be great to have the entire region from 

Virginia to South Carolina represented on the board.  

All positions are up for election.  

If you would like to nominate someone for a position, 

please contact a member of the 

Nominating Committee: 

 

Mike Shulman 

shumic@aol.com               (919)428-3116 
 

  Robb Straub 

robb.straub@gmail.com    (919)372-9851 
 

    For position descriptions, see page 15 or ask 

     a Nominating Committee member. 

President’s Message 
By Jeff Traylor 



2013 IWCA National Specialty Show Thank You 
By Bambi Madsen Rabe, Show Chair 

New Health Guidelines Available 
 

To all our friends in IWAMS, 

     I am so thrilled with the support from IWAMS for the 2013 National 

Specialty. It appears that it was a roaring success, and we even got 

handwritten thank-yous mentioning that the South should rise again. This 

has to do with location, a winner for sure, but more so to you individuals, 

and the club in total, who supported this effort.  

     I am nervous about mentioning individuals, fearful I might not mention 

someone, but will make the effort for there were many who made the 

experience possible, professional, and very fun. So, here goes. 

     First to the membership: Your financial contribution to the Judges' 

dinner wine was noticed and appreciated. I believe we are the first club to 

handle this opportunity solely. 

     And the Taylor Ranch coffee and donuts, I never saw one, but know they 

were there, and obviously devoured. Thank you. 

     Individuals: Not in any order! Big time commitments were made by 

Noreen Atwell and Heather Burns, Welcome bags and Welcome Table; 

Donna and Joe Pitt, Auction (and their cast of thousands); Steve LeVan, the 

website, Gretchen and Robb Straub, the Company store, and support on every level to all of us, too many to mention, 

with Jeff and Martha Ann Traylor. Donna Brown, who welcomed our international guests and mentored our newer 

attendees; Rocky Bowers, not a club member, who should be, Grounds; Dawn Wiseman, another non member, who 

should be, Handling and Grooming Clinic; Jim Atkins, Grounds and Performance Events; AND Tamara Dunn, Judges' 

Hospitality and Participants' Hospitality par excellence. If I missed your contribution, forgive me, it is not intentional, 

and I personally loved seeing your smiling faces, and quality dogs. A personal and huge thanks to Jackie Carswell, 

and my friends from all over who were key players. 

     I consider this Specialty to be a success. I am anticipating a very positive financial bottom line (thank you Donna 

and Joe) and thanks to all of you.  If you are not a member of the Irish Wolfhound Club of America (IWCA)*, please 

consider joining, and also consider coming to Purina Farms next year. 

       With kind regards, 

       Bambi Madsen Rabe, IWCA National Specialty 2013 Chair 

Our New Logo 
     At right is our new club 

logo thanks to V.P. Liz Patel  

and a talented friend of hers.   

A color version may be in the 

works soon as well. 

THANK YOU LIZ and friend! 

There are a few IWAMS light 

windbreaker-type jackets left and will 

be for sale at the Annual Meeting. 

They are forest green with white 

 embroidered IWAMS logo and $35 

each. Email Liz Patel at: liz@loneriderbrewery.com for 

more information.  See you at the meeting! 

IWAMS Jackets 

*  To find out more about the Irish Wolfhound Club of America (IWCA), go to: www.iwclubofamerica.org 

*  For an IWCA Associate Membership form and Frequently Asked Questions: www.iwclubofamerica.org/memapp.htm 

*  To learn more about the IWCA National Specialty in 2014, keep checking back at: www.iwca2014.com 

Newsletter Deadlines 
For news that happens (loosely) in:       Deadline is: 

Winter / 1st Quarter: Jan. 1 - March 31           March 8 

Spring / 2nd Quarter: April 1 - June 30             June 8 

Summer / 3rd Quarter: July 1 - Sept. 30         September 8 

Fall / 4th Quarter: Oct. 1 - Dec. 31                 December 8 

Please send articles, pictures, questions, etc. to Diana Vreeken 

or Heather Burns (contact info. on page 15.)  Thank you!  

Membership List 
  Along with this newsletter you will receive the 

most recent membership list for members 

that have joined through May 31, 2013. We do not expect 

a new one will be published until next year and hope to 

keep you informed of new members that join until then in 

the newsletter. If you have a correction to your information, 

please contact Jay Levy at jayslevy@aol.com. 

mailto:liz@loneriderbrewery.com


PawFlex Bandages 
By Diana Vreeken 

     My dog Min is very nervous in a 

busy environment.  I have no idea 

why, it just happened over night.  

One day she showed beautifully, the 

next day, she refused to let the judge 

touch her. After several weeks of 

trying to re-socialize her by taking 

her everywhere I went, providing 

verbal and physical comfort, treats, 

it wasn’t working. I remembered 

seeing “Thundershirts” at a 

reasonable price ($39.99), and 

thought “why not”. I followed a 

Ceasar Milan Youtube video on the 

use of Thundershirts on: 

www.cesarsway.com/dogtraining/

thebasics/Do-Thundershirts-work-for

-Dogs.com. I wrapped her with the 

shirt and went to a dog show. WOW 

what a difference, not perfect, but a 

whole lot better than she was. 

     Many have seen and heard of a 

“Thundershirt.”  It is a product used 

for cats and dogs with anxiety issues.  

These anxieties can include thunder 

or other loud noises, separation, 

and travel. The shirt works by 

hugging the body around the 

shoulders and chest cavity. With a 

gentle pressure, it has a dramatic 

calming effect. Do not expect mira-

cles. Most pets should experience 

some relief, but some do not.  

     In addition to using the 

“Thundershirt”, some behavior 

modification exercise may be 

needed.  Unlike with medication, the 

dog is not sedated and is not risking 

unwanted side effects. It is best to try 

the Thundershirt first before trying 

medication.  

     The makers of the Thundershirt 

offer a money-back guarantee 

(except shipping and handling). It is 

safe and easy to use. There is a 

diagram on how to wrap your dog 

up with the jacket. I think the quality 

of workmanship is very good. They 

have Velcro closures to ensure a 

perfect fit for every dog.  It may get  

warm on hot days but you can soak 

the jacket with water to keep the dog 

cool. 

     I think it did wonders for my little 

girl. I still need to work with her 

some more, but the shirt has relaxed 

her a lot.  

For more information go to 

www.ThunderShirt.com 

  

     In 2010, Jennifer Digrazia 

engineered a new product named 

“PAWFLEX BANDAGES.” It has won 

several awards, from best new 

product at the Global Pet Expo in 

2011 to an Industry Recognition 

Award (IRA) by Pet Business in the 

Dog Healthcare category, to Canine 

Care claiming PawFlex as one of the 

“Products we Love”.  

     PawFlex Bandages provide non-

adhesive, non-slip, fur friendly, 

disposable, water-resistant wound 

protection. It bends and flexes and 

does not constrict with movement. 

The bandage is adjustable, easy to 

put on and take off, soft and gentle, 

yet strong and made with high 

quality material. It is used for wound 

care, covers medicinal applications, 

bites, hotspots, sores, paw pad 

rashes, sprains, stitches, surgery 

sites, preventative care and protects  

sensitive skin.  

     There are five bandage designs. 

Basic Bandage: comes in a 2” width, 

the standard 3.5” x 12”, and wide, 

5.5” x 12”. 
 

Joint Bandage: Designed to move 

effortlessly on joints with zero 

restrictive tension. It can bend, flex, 

and mold to any part of a dog's joint. 

It allows freedom to run, play and 

move without discomfort. The 

bandage can also cover larger 

wound areas on legs and on the tail.  

For the tail, just measure the tail di-

ameter for the correct size. 
 

Bandage Protector/Cover: Used for 

extra protection with the PawFlex 

Basic and Joint bandage. It is a 

tubular, water resistant, hassle-free, 

and non-slip bandage. 
 

MediMitt Bandage:  Created just for 

paws. There is no front or back, 

making it easy to adjust the 

bandage on the wound. A stretch 

non-slip strap fastener is completely 

adjustable. 

 

 

 
 

MediMitt Protective Cover: This water 

proof cover slips over the MediMitt, a 

quick and convenient way to help 

keep the MediMitt and wound clean 

and dry during outdoor walks. 
 

     PawFlex is stress free and hassle 

free. It comes in several different 

sizes from XS to XL. It can be 

removed and reapplied by a quick 

catch and release Velcro-type 

fastener system. It is soft and 

breathable and does not stick to the 

fur, making them painless to remove. 
 

     For more details and where to 

buy them, go to: www.PawFlex.com 

Thundershirts 
By Diana Vreeken 

(Above) Min models her Thundershirt. 



     We all love to bask in the sun and rattlesnakes are no exception. Snake bite envenomation 

is something frequently seen in the ER. Poisonous snakes in the U.S. belong to two groups: pit 

vipers and elapids.  Pit vipers are the largest group and include at least 26 subspecies of 

rattlesnakes, with the Western Rattlesnake being the most common in our region. 
 

(**In the IWAMS VA, NC, SC, WV region we have Timber, Canebrake, Eastern Diamondback, and Carolina Pygmy 

Rattlesnakes, along with their close pit viper cousins, the Copperhead and the Cottonmouth.) 

 
How does the venom work? 
     An understanding of the function of venom is helpful in appreciating how envenomation works.  The snake uses its 

venom to immobilize a victim and predigest body tissues. There are over 50 types of enzymes in pit viper venom, with 

a minimum of 10 in any individual snake’s venom.  Additionally, there are many other non-enzymes present in the 

venom, called killing fractions, which are 50 times more toxic than crude venom.  When venom destroys body 

tissues, it is possible for up to 1/3 of a pet's body fluid to be lost into the tissue spaces within several hours, which can 

result in life threatening drops in blood pressure, resulting in shock. 

 
What makes a bad bite worse? 
     Several factors influence the severity of snakebites.  The most important factors are the volume of venom injected 

and the toxicity of the venom itself.  Other factors include: 

 The amount of regenerated venom since the last bite: there is more venom and more concentrated if the snake 

hasn't bitten in a while. 

 The age of the snake: younger snakes have more “potent” venom. 

 Aggressiveness of the snake: the more threatened they feel, the more concentrated the venom. 

 Motivation of the snake: offensive strikes are more severe. 

 The size of the bitten pet: smaller dogs and cats are more severely affected than large dogs due to their small body 

size to venom ratio (less body to “absorb” the amount of venom.) 

 The size of the bite. 

 The location of the bite: the “best” place to be bitten is in the legs or face and the regional swelling and changes in 

the local blood supply can actually slow the uptake of the venom. Envenomation to the body is more dangerous as 

the broader area allows for the venom to be absorbed more rapidly; bites to the tongue are the worst and result in 

rapid and devastating clinical signs. 

 The time elapsed from bite until seeking medical treatment. 

 The amount of physical activity since the time of the bite 

 
What are the general signs of snakebite wounds? 
     Snakebites aren’t easy to diagnose, especially if it was unobserved and there is a heavy fur coat that hides puncture 

wounds. With pit viper bites, you can usually see bleeding punctures and single or multiple puncture sites. Initial signs 

are marked swelling, due to the tissue destruction and body fluid “leaking” into the damaged area. Clinical signs may 

develop immediately or delayed for several hours.  Bruising and skin discoloration often occurs in hours of the bite  

because the venom causes the blood to not clot. There is usually intense and immediate pain at the bite site, which 

helps differentiate snakebites from other swelling causes. Swelling is generally progressive for up to 36 hours. You can 

also see collapse, vomiting, muscle tremors, and depression in breathing. 

 

What to do if a snake bites your pet: 

 If your pet is bitten by a snake, it is best to assume it is a venomous bite. 
 

 Seek Veterinary attention as soon as possible. 
 

 If the swelling is not in the face, muzzle your pet to avoid being bitten: snake bites are very painful and your pet 

may unintentionally snap at you; if the swelling is in the face, avoid touching this area all together. 
 

 Immobilize the part of your pet that has been bitten by the snake, if this can be done safely; try to keep the area at 

or below the level of the heart. 
 

 Keep your pet calm and immobile, carry if necessary.          (continued next page) 

Rattlesnake Bites 
With permission and written by Dr. Shea Cox, DVM 

Originally published in “The Bark”  (http://the bark.com) 

http://the/


What NOT to do (and mumbo jumbo myths) 
 Do not try to suck out the venom! (This technique only works for old Western movies.) 

 Do not attempt to “make an X” and cut open the area around the bite (you will only cause a wound.) 

 Do not use a Snake Bite Kit or Extractor Pump (they do more harm to your pet and wallet!) 

 Do not apply ice: it constricts the blood vessels and concentrates the venom, causing severe muscle damage. 

 Do not rub substances into the bite: the venom is in the blood stream and topical substances are ineffectual. 

 Do not allow your pet to move about freely. 

 Do not apply a tourniquet: you will cause further tissue damage and may create a need for limb amputation 

 Do not attempt to capture the snake for later identification (you'd be surprised...) 

 

Tips for prevention: 
 Stay on open paths while hiking with your pet. 

 Keep your pets on leash away from high grass and rocky outcrops where snakes like to rest. 

 Don't let your pet explore holes or dig under rocks. 

 Listen for a telltale rattle, keep your pet at your side, find out where the sound is from, and move slowly away. 

 A snake’s striking distance is half its body length; give it time to leave.  They do not want to interact.  

 Don't let your pet examine a dead snake as they still can envenomate. 

 At home: cut off the a snake’s food supply and shelter by mowing close to the house, store firewood away from 

the house, plug holes in the ground, and limit birdseed waste which can attract rodents to your home. 

  

What is the treatment? 
     The onset of clinical signs can be delayed for several hours, and all pets bitten by a snake should be hospitalized 

for at least 12 hours and ideally 24 hours.  Pets generally need to be supported and monitored, and the vast majority 

(95%) do survive with proper early treatment. 

     Anti-venom is the only proven treatment against pit viper envenomation, and the earlier it is administered, the more 

effective its action. The biggest downside is cost, ranging from $400 - $700 per vial. Usually a single vial will control 

the envenomation but several may be necessary, especially in small dogs or cats.  Many animals may do “fine” without 

it, but anti-venom decreases the severity of clinical signs, and speeds recovery with less complications.  Blood work is 

recommended to monitor platelet count and clotting times.  IV fluid support, intensive pain management, antibiotics 

and wound monitoring are required for best clinical outcomes, and blood and plasma transfusions are sometimes 

needed in severe envenomation. 

  

What about the vaccine? 
     There is a “snake-bite vaccine” that may be useful, but there are no controlled studies for effectiveness. The main 

benefit is that it may create protective antibodies to neutralize some of the venom, which may lessen the severity of 

clinical signs. One of the biggest myths is that if your pet has had the vaccine, then they don't need to be treated if 

bitten; this is not true.  They still require the same treatment despite being given a vaccine or not. 
 

Thankfully, most snakes will try to avoid you and your pets and typically only bite as a last resort.   

But if your pet is bitten, it is best to err on the side of caution and get medical attention immediately. 

Rattlesnake Bites (continued) 

NurtureCALM 24/7 Pheromone Collar 
By Heather Burns 

     On April 14, my young female came 

into season and on June 20, she started 

whining non-s top and howling 

intermittently. After a trip to the Vet she 

sent us home with the non-toxic 

NutureCALM 24/7 pheromone collar. I 

put it on her and the effect was instant. 

The collar is designed and “...proven to 

modify behavior. It helps dogs in fearful 

or stressful situations (separation anxiety, 

visitors, other household dogs, loud 

noises, new baby, vet visits, traveling.) It 

goes where your dog goes, whether at 

home or on the go, and can be worn by 

all ages and all breeds. Effective and 

safe, and can be used without long-term 

effects . The col lar mimics  the 

pheromone that a mother dog produces 

to calm and reassure her pups and 

helps dogs cope with new and fearful 

situations. Dogs recognize these 

pheromones throughout life and they 

help modify problem behaviors like: 

separation anxiety, inappropriate urine 

marking, excessive barking, destructive 

behavior, fear aggression, fear biting, 

and nervous 

rest lessness .” 

The collar is 

about $10, and 

is found online 

at VetDepot or 

Amazon, at 

your Vet, or at 

your pet supply 

store. It can be 

worn for 30 days but loses effectiveness 

if it gets wet. It worked for my girl and I 

hope it works for you. 



DIY Physical Exam: An “Owner’s Manual” for Your Dog 
Written by Dr. Shea Cox, DVM / Permission to reprint article by BARK Magazine and Dr. Cox 

Part One   
 

     To identify an illness or abnormal situation, you must first be able to recognize what is normal for your dog. You 

know your dog better than anyone else and you will have to decide when an abnormal situation warrants 

professional help. Sometimes the condition is so serious it leaves no doubt. Frequently, however, the changes are 

subtle, or happen over a longer period of time, making noticing a problem more difficult. 

     I will provide you with information on how to perform an at-home physical exam, helping to determine and 

establish what is normal for your pet. It is recommended that you occasionally perform this exam while there is 

nothing wrong so that you can begin to get used to what is normal. This practice will help allow for the early 

detection of changes in your dog’s health. 

     I will start with the basics: A good look, temperature, and how to obtain a heart rate. Part two will continue with a 

systems approach beginning with the head area, followed by the chest, and lastly, the abdomen. At the completion of 

these 4 blogs you should have a complete home guide on how to perform  a screening exam. Ready?! 

 

THE BASICS: 

     First, before you start your hands-on exam, stand back and simply look at your dog for a few minutes. The 

posture, breathing, activity level and general appearance tells you a great deal.  Get a good picture of your dog’s  

“normal” in its relaxed home environment - this mental snapshot will help you notice any subtle change. 

 

TEMPERATURE: 

     Taking your dog’s temperature is an easy and important procedure. Use a digital rectal thermometer (the ear type 

is less reliable and mercury thermometers can break!) Lubricate the end with petroleum jelly and gently insert the 

thermometer into the rectum about 1 inch for small dogs and about 2 inches for larger dogs. If it does not slide in 

easily, do not force it. Do not risk taking your pet’s temperature if you feel there is a risk of being bitten. 
 

Normal 

  A normal temperature is between 100 ° F and 102.5° F 

  The thermometer is almost clean when removed. 
 

Abnormal 

 Temperature is below 99° F or above 102.5° F. 

 There is evidence of blood, diarrhea, or black, tarry stool on the thermometer; black, tarry stool can indicate 

a bleeding ulcer in the stomach or small intestines, or point to other sources of disease. 

 

PULSE AND HEART RATE: 

     Learn to locate the pulse on your dog before a crisis. The best place is the femoral artery in the groin area. 

     Here’s how: place your fingers around the front of the hind leg and move upward until the back of your hand 

meets the abdominal wall. Move your fingertips back and forth on the inside of the thigh until you feel the “roll” of 

the artery and the pulsing sensation as the blood rushes through it. Count the number of pulses in 15 seconds and 

multiply by 4. This gives you a pulse rate in beats per minute. Pulse rate is highly variable and can be affected by 

recent exercise, excitement or stress. Do not use the heart rate as the sole evidence that your pet is sick or healthy. 

     The heart rates listed below are for healthy dogs at rest in their home, not for animals being evaluated in a 

veterinary clinic where higher heart rates might be detected due to excitement, stress of a visit to the clinic, or disease: 
 

Normal 

 Dogs: 60 to 160 beats per minute (bpm): relaxed, large breed, or athletic dogs tend to have slower heart 

rates, while small breed dogs and puppies tend to have higher heart rates. This marked variability in heart 

rate stresses the importance of knowing what is normal for your pet. 

 The pulse should be easily felt and the quality of it should be strong and regular. 
 

Abnormal 

 Too rapid or too slow 

 Pulse is weak, irregular, or hard to locate 

 

Practice these essential skills. Part two will cover all things head related, including the ears, eyes, nose, and mouth. 

Dr. Shea Cox 

http://thebark.com 

http://thebark.com


Spring Gathering and Picnic 
April 13, 2013 in Earlysville, VA 

       It was a pristine day weather-wise!

Nearly 40 hounds and 50 members and 

guests gathered to celebrate spring with an 

informal fun match and camaraderie. 

THANK YOU to Linda King for hosting this 

fun event at her beautiful home, and to 

Carol Lawler, for coordinating it with 

Linda. Thanks to all for the delicious food 

and desserts and for making it a fun time! 

Special thanks to photographers Judy 

Chantelois, Rebecca Conti, Cathy and Bill 

Haskins, Debby Russ, and Heather Burns 

for the picnic pictures you see here: 

Abby Russ 

(far left) visits 

Min Vreeken 

Henry 

(middle) and 

Caragh Burns 

(far right) in 

Girl’s Jail. 





2013 IWCA National Specialty 
April 29 - May 2, Crowne Plaza Hotel, Asheville, North Carolina 

Special thanks to Steve LeVan 

for the 2013 National 

Specialty website 

that kept us up to date! 

 

FOR COMPLETE RESULTS of 

how club members did, go to: 

www.iwclubofamerica.org  Look for the 

picture of Donna and Valley (the same 

picture on the front of this newsletter) and 

the link to the results. 

 

Jocelyne Gagne was the Conformation 

judge in the photos. Pictured clockwise from 

top left: Cathy Haskins, Darryl Meeks, Linda 

King, Monica Gallier, group photo l-r: Doug 

Henry/Diana Vreeken/Brenda Neu/Linda 

King/Cathy Haskins, Diana Vreeken, 

 Gabrielle Gallier winning 1st with Guinness and Best 

Junior Novice, Dawn Wiseman, Brynley Dolman, 

Linda King, and Rob Straub. 

 

Special thanks to those who mailed and emailed 

pictures: Cathy and Bill Haskins, Diana Vreeken, 

Monica Gallier, Rebecca Conti, Debby Russ, Judy 

Chantelois, Helen Cullum, Bunny Ryba, Heather 

Burns, and Mindy Levin for letting us use her picture 

of Valley and Donna on the front. 



National Specialty Events 
At Taylor Ranch 

Erith and Brunswick (sister and brother) race together in the LGRA meet May 1st. 
 

Brunswick “Quinlan’s Brunswick Stew” 01-19-12 (above right)  

By CH Temair Let Freedom Ring Of Eagle - CH Ard Rhi's All About Me V Quinlan SC.   

Owner: Monica Gallier. Breeder: Diana Vreeken and Doug Henry. 
 

Erith “Quinlan’s A Legacy of Ayla” (above left)  

owned by Diana Vreeken and Doug Henry. 
  

At left, Diana holds Erith for her Rally Novice title award at the National. 

In photo #2 Erith hams it up for the photographer on the side lines while she races… 

Last photo: Doug Henry with Erith modeling her "Most Valiant Effort" ribbon and 

Stuffed Turtle award. Diana reports “she was the least qualified in the LGRA meet at 

the Nationals. I'm so proud of her.”  

Congratulations!   

Other Reported Show News: 
 

Monica Gallier:  At the National, Brunswick (see above) won: 

ASFA (American Sighthound Field Association) Lure Coursing Open Stake 3rd, 

2nd in Sweepstakes (Dogs) 15-18 months old, 3rd in Conformation (Dogs)12-18 

months old. Guinness “Guinness Stout of Mountain Mist” SC FCh RN CGC 

10/12/07 won 2nd place in ASFA Lure Coursing Veteran Stake, and in the Junior 

Show, Gabrielle Gallier won1st Jr. Novice and Best Junior! At S.H.O.T. (Sight 

Hound Organization of Tidewater) Lure Coursing March 17, 2013, Brunswick won 

Open 1st and Best of Breed. Guinness won 1st in Veterans. 

 

Rob and Gretchen Straub: At the National, Ozzie “Crionnacht Carrickaneena 

Oscar Wilde” (16 months old) won: 3rd in Sweepstakes (Dogs) 15-18 months old, 

and 4th in Conformation (Dogs) 12-18 months old. “We’re very proud of the great 

Oz!”  - Robb Straub 

 

Tammy McNeely Aube: “I have great mentors and one thing I learned last year was 

to never apologize for success; and it’s true!  So Elkhorn is claiming 

Bragging Rights!  Elkhorn’s three youngsters were entered in the National Specialty 

for their age division (15-18 months) in Sweepstakes under the keen eye of Ms. 

Lynne Rosebrock. We are pleased to announce that Mor Legal War Emblem (aka 

Citation), placed first. Her sisters, Mor Regal War Admiral (aka Mira) and Mor 

Cadence War Dance (aka Drill) received a third and fourth placement! On 

Wednesday, May 1, Mira placed third in her Conformation class. We are so 

pleased with the consistency of the recognition by Judges from all around the world 

judging Specialties: John Lewington (Australia), Dr. Frederic Maison (France), Jean 

Malley (England), and Jocelyne Gagne (Canada). Oh and by the time you read 

this, the girls would have turned 18 months old. 

 

HOT TIP: O'Murchadha’s Boromir 11-17-10 (see photo left bottom corner page 

10) is now a Champion!  Congratulations to owners Judy Chantelois,  

Brynley Dolman, and Co-owner/Breeder Pamela Murphy.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!   



     The Mattaponi Kennel Club’s All-

Breed Show was held on Saturday 

and Sunday, May 18 -19, 2013, and 

there was good support in the ring 

from club members: Linda King, Jeff 

Traylor, Darryl and Lynne Meeks, Bill 

and Catherine Haskins, Carole 

Silverthorne, and Tammy McNeely 

Aube, as well as member Debby 

Russ cheering them all on from the 

sidelines. 

     Saturday: The sky may have been 

gray and we may have been damp 

but that didn’t deter Judge Rosalind 

Kramer from awarding Winner’s 

Dog to Ard Rhi's Aegg of Aran (aka 

Peter) owned by Linda King & 

Margaret LaRosa. Jeff and Martha 

Traylor’s Iron Duke of Wilder was 

awarded Reserve Winner’s Dog. As 

the girls competed, the Meeks’ 9-12 

month old puppy girl, Dun Myrica 

No Nonsense of Eagle, entered the 

ring with confidence and maturity. I 

am excited to watch this girl 

grow!  Mor Cadence War Dance of 

Elkhorn (aka Drill) was presented 

with Reserve Winner’s Bitch and Bill 

and Cathy Haskins’ dog, Ch Car-

rickaneena Tullamore Dew, received 

Selec t  Dog, earning points 

towards his Grand Championship.  

     Sunday: Judge Lawrence Sinclair 

presented Reserve Winner’s Dog to 

Peter. Mor Regal War Admiral of 

Elkhorn (aka Mira) and Mor 

Cadence War Dance of Elkhorn (aka 

Drill) had the pleasure of competing 

against other girls for Winner’s Bitch. 

Judge Sinclair presented Winner’s 

Bitch to Drill and Reserve Winner’s 

Bitch was awarded to Mira who was 

exclusively handled by Darryl Meeks. 

Bill and Cathy Haskins’ dog, Ch 

Carrickaneena Tullamore Dew, took 

Best of Breed and Drill Best of 

Winner's. 

Thank you Judge Sinclair!   

Mattaponi Kennel Club Show 
By Tammy McNeely Aube   

     “Finn and I shared a cabin at Barkwells, in Mills River, NC with 

Jacquie and Dave Stansfield, their Irish Wolfhound Glennie, 

greyhound Matt, and sweet spaniel Addie, during our visit to the 

National Specialty show. This place is FANTASTIC; there are several cabins to 

choose from, for dogs who want to stay and bring their people. We had a 

great time there, it was minutes away from Asheville, the hotel/show, and 

Brevard, and all about being dog-friendly. We highly recommend it; four 

paws up from Finn! It was mind-blowing to see so many Irish Wolfhounds in 

one place! We even saw two puppies on our way out, and I was very 

disappointed not to take one home - sooo adorable! It was a great trip and a 

great experience.”  To find out more, go to: http://barkwells.com 

Finn Fauser Recommends 
As Translated By Nancy Fauser   

Handsome Finn (above) in the yard of the 

cabin, below: Finn, Glennie, and Matt 

chase bunnies in their dreams. Far right 

photo: Jacquie and Dave Stansfield. 

Homemade Dog Cookie Recipes 
Recommendation by Debby Russ   

     Debby Russ recommends “The Doggy Bone Cookbook” by Michele Bledsoe. She 

makes the cookies in large bone size for Abby. The book shows how easy making dog 

cookies can be.  It is an illustrated recipe book with easy instructions for making healthy 

dog cookies your dogs will "pawsitively" love.  The 12 different recipes are veterinarian-

approved. Abby loves them and Debby makes them as holiday gifts for friends with 

dogs.  Enjoy! 



Over the Rainbow 

Ashieve of Summerhill “Shieve”  
 

(in photo on far right) 

January 25, 2002 - May 17, 2013 

By CH Joncarra's Lord Galen II - CH Summerhill Sunworship Sadhbh.  

Owner: Noreen Atwell-Atkins and Bambi Madsen Rabe. 

Breeder: Bambi Madsen Rabe 

 

CH Summerhill Ulster Myst Crash “Crash” 

(in photo on far left) 

August 5, 2004 -  March 30, 2012 

By Starkeeper Summerhill Boq - Summerhill Avonleigh.  Dog.  

Owner: Noreen Atwell-Atkins, James Atkins, and Bambi Madsen Rabe. 

Breeder: Bambi Madsen Rabe 

     Noreen Atkins-Atwell had just joined IWAMS and her girl Shieve passed. Shieve was 11.5 years old and has her 

registered certificate number in the IWCA Longevity Program. This is quite an achievement!  She is greatly loved and 

missed by Noreen and Jim. Also pictured in the photo is Crash, the handsome boy on the far left.  He was Noreen’s 

Champion and a Certified Service dog - particularly in mobility and carry. He passed away in the spring of last year at 

7.5 years old. Noreen and Jim are currently loved by the pretty girl in the middle of the photo “Abbey” - Summerhill 

AbbeyVale Xanadu (November 12, 2007) By CH Prairie Creek Summerhill Adagio - SQL at Summerhill. She is owned 

by Noreen Atkins-Atwell, Jim Atkins, and Bambi Madsen Rabe, and her breeder is Bambi Madsen Rabe. Noreen and 

Jim enjoy showing and continue to show Abbey. 

John Takacs, 57, of Hilton Head Island, died 

Saturday, May 25, 2013, at Hilton Head Hospital. He 

is the beloved husband of 26 years to Sarah O'Leary 

Takacs; and father of Zachary Takacs, both of Hilton 

Head Island, SC. John loved Irish Wolfhounds and was 

a member of IWAMS. Friends and neighbors were 

often treated to the extraordinary sight of John leading 

the dogs he so dearly loved during their early morning 

walks. He and Sarah volunteered in February to staff 

the Welcome Table at the National Specialty in Asheville at the end of April, 

along with their tall Irish Wolfhound boy  Jameson. In the photo at right, John 

holds Jameson before walking in the St. Paddy’s Day Parade in Charleston with 

Sarah and other owners. Sarah writes that Jameson looks for John daily. Please 

keep them in your thoughts and prayers in the weeks to come. 

     The IWF's membership year 

currently runs from July 1 to June 30, 

and it's time to join or renew now. 

      We have accomplished a great 

deal in the past year with the help of 

the IW community, including working 

with the Broad Institute to find gene(s) 

responsible for osteosarcoma, 

sponsoring a study on Startle Disease 

in IWs, testing many hounds' hearts 

at specialties in the US and Canada, 

continuing to gather samples for our 

DNA database, funding rescue 

efforts, and sponsoring educational 

speakers. 

     Of course there is much more to 

be done for the health and welfare of 

our hounds, and we need your help! 

A membership donation is only $20 

and while it does give you a 10% 

discount in our online Gift Shop, the 

biggest benefit is the knowledge that 

you are a part of all of the good work 

that we do.  

     Please, sign up today online at: 

www.iwfgiftshop.com or mail a check 

to: 
 

The Irish Wolfhound Foundation 

c/o David Milne, Treasurer 

150 Creek Road,  

Phillipsburg, NJ, 08865. 

 

     Don't forget to check our website 

at: www.iwfoundation.org for the 

latest issue of Focus, our newsletter, 

and information about upcoming 

heart testing and other news. 
 

Thank you! 

Irish Wolfhound Foundation News 
By IWF Secretary, Mary O’Malley   



Future Mid-Atlantic Events 
AKC Lure Coursing Test/Trials 
  

 

AUGUST 

10-11  M.A.H.A. @ Reidsville, NC 
 

17-18  C.H.A.M.P. @ The Plains, VA 

 

SEPTEMBER 

14 - 15  S.H.O.T. @ Williamsburg, VA 

 

NOVEMBER 

9-10  C.H.A.M.P. @ The Plains, VA 

ASFA Lure Coursing 
  

OCTOBER 

19-20 S.H.O.T. @ Williamsburg, VA 

AKC Conformation 

  

JULY 

6-7       Huntington, WV 

13-14 Woodstock, VA 

26-28   Greenville, SC 

31        Salem, VA 

 

AUGUST 

1-4       Salem, VA 

14-18   Greensboro, NC 

24-25   Huntington, WV 

30-31   Raleigh, NC* 

 *DKC Health Clinic 

 

SEPTEMBER 

1-2 Raleigh, NC 

14-5     Pinehurst, NC 

21-22 Chesapeake, VA 

27-29 Millwood, VA 

28-29 Charlotte, NC 

 

OCTOBER 

5-6 North Augusta, SC 

12-13 Wilmington, NC 

26-27 Leesburg, VA 

  

NOVEMBER 

1-4 Virginia Beach, VA 

9-10 Winston-Salem, NC 

15-16 Concord, NC 

  

DECEMBER 

7-8 Winston-Salem, NC 

Regional, National and International Events 
IW Assoc. of the West Coast Specialty Thursday, July 25 - Saturday, July 27 Lompoc, CA www.iwawc.com 

IW Assoc. of New England Specialty Sunday, July 28 - Monday, July 29 Lancaster, MA          www.iwane.org 

Rocky Mountain IW Assoc. Specialty Friday, August 30  Cheyenne, WY  www.rmiwa.org 

Potomac Valley IW Club Fun Match Sunday, September 22  Annapolis, MD www.pviwc.org 

IW Club of Canada National Specialty & 

British Columbia Regional Specialty 

Thursday, September 19 -  

Monday, September 23 

Chilliwack, B.C.  www.iwcc.ca 

IW Assoc. Delaware Valley Specialty   Sunday, October 6 - Monday, October 7 Mohnton, PA www.iwadv.org 

IW Assoc. of the Garden State Sunday, October 27 - Monday, October 28 Matamoras, PA           www.iwags.org 

2014    

IWCA National Specialty  Monday, April 28 - Thursday, May 1  Grey Summit, MO       www.iwca2014.com 

Canine Good Citizen Test 

 Saturday November 2, 2013  

 At: Durham Kennel Club   

7318 Guess Rd., Durham, NC . 

Registration from 9:30 – 11 a.m. 

Testing begins at 9:30 a.m. Cost: $5/dog  

for details on the AKC Canine Good Citizen 

Program go to: www.akc.org/events/cgc/ 

training_testing.cfm 

For information about this test contact George 

Beglane: beglane@mindspring.com 

To read more about Canine Good Citizen 

becoming a new “CGC” title go to: http://

images.akc.org/cgc/new_title.pdf 

Potomac Valley Irish Wolfhound Club (PVIWC) Fun Day 

Sunday, September 22, 2013 

Highland House, Home of the Rebas at 5519 Old National Pike, Frederick, MD 

Entries open 11 a.m. / Judging begins 12:30 p.m.    Judge: Dawn Wiseman 

FUN for EVERY Hound*! Puppy 3 months to Veteran 

Fun classes plus puppy, adult and parade of Veterans. Games! Food! Raffle! Fun! 

NO Points awarded. $5/class. 

Contact Judy Chantelois: judithchantelois1@hotmail.com (262)818-2025 to help w/food! 

Contact Jodie Jeweler: Jodie@jewelerfamily.com (410)266-8062 for more information. 

* Non-hounds are welcome! 

 From 270 N take I-70 toward Hagerstown. Take exit 49 Middletown/Braddock Heights on 

Old National Pike. Go right toward Frederick for 0.4 miles.  

Turn right into 5519 Old National Pike. 
 

 From the West take I-70 OR from U.S.15 North take I-70: and exit as above. 

Save the Date: January 4, 2014 

Durham Kennel Club Health Clinic  

Heart Testing* & OFA Certifications 

Your hound should be over 2 years old. 

AUGUST 31, 2013 

DKC Health Clinic: Heart Testing 

OFA Certifications - for flyer go to: 

www.durhamkennelclub.com/

clinic/2013_DKC_clinics_flyer_long_form.pdf 



Deadline for Calendar Photos  

September 1, 2013 

We need photos for our 2014 Calendar!   

Please send them to Liz Patel at: 

liz@loneriderbrewery.com  
 

 Write “IWAMS 2014 calendar” in the 

subject line of your email(s) to avoid it 

being sent to her spam folder or filtered. 

 Identify and include the dog(s) names with 

each picture you send. 

 The calendars are for sale at our Annual 

Meeting November 9th for $18 each and 

can be mailed for additional postage. 
 

Thank you for your support! 

2013 IWAMS Calendars 
2013 OFFICERS & COMMITTEES* 

President:  Jeff Traylor    jeff@glencairnirishwolfhounds.com 

Vice President:  Elizabeth Patel   kennedea@hotmail.com 

Secretary:  Gretchen Straub gretchen1969@nc.rr.com 

Treasurer:  Jay Levy     jayslevy@aol.com 

Director 

at Large: 

Mike Shulman shumic@aol.com 

News Editor:  Diana Vreeken 

 

dtchcdn@aol.com 

(757) 986-2222 

Asst. Editor: Heather Burns 

 

feyconri@gmail.com 

(704) 856-0471 

Rescue 

Coordinator: 

Rob Straub iwamsrescue@nc.rr.com  

(919) 372-9851 

Programs: Linda King 

Donna Lawlor 

ardrhis@aol.com 

cordys.gammy@gmail.com  

Web site:   www.iwams.org   OPEN / Anne Burnett 

aburnett@uga.edu 

Nominating 

Committee: 

Mike Schulman 

Rob Straub 

shumic@aol.com 

robb.straub@gmail.com    

Join the IWAMS Yahoo group if you are an IWAMS member at: 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/IWAMS 

*To read past Board of Directors Meeting Minutes, go to: www.iwams.org   

Position Descriptions from the Bylaws: 
 

Section 4.02 Officers 

     The Club’s Officers, consisting of the President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer shall serve in their 

respective capacities both with regard to the Club and its meetings and the Board and its meetings. Officers shall serve 

without compensation, but they may receive recompense for reasonable out-of-pocket costs advanced on behalf of the 

Club upon approval by the Board. 
 

(a) The President shall preside at all meetings of the Club and of the Board, and shall have the duties and powers 

normally appurtenant to the office of President in addition to those particularly specified in these bylaws and/or 

required by law. 
 

(b) The Vice President shall have the duties and exercise the powers of the President in case of the President’ death, 

absence or incapacity. 
 

(c)  The Secretary shall keep a record of all meetings and activities of the Club and of the Board and of all matters of 

which a record shall be ordered by the Club. The Secretary shall have charge of the all correspondence, notifying 

members of meetings, notifying new members of their election to membership, notifying officers and directors of their 

election to office, keeping a roll of the members of the Club with their addresses, and carrying out such other duties 

as are prescribed in these bylaws. 
 

(d) The Treasurer shall collect and receive all moneys due or belonging to the Club. Moneys shall be deposited in a 

bank designated by the Board, in the name of the Club. The books shall at all times be open to inspection by the 

Board and a report shall be given at every meeting on the condition of the Club’s finances and every item of receipt 

or payment not before reported. 

 

     For more information on the election process and nominations, please refer to the club bylaws online at 

www.iwams.org.   To nominate someone, please contact Mike Schulman or Rob Straub (see contact info. below.) 

Positions Open for Nominations 
Elections at the Annual Meeting on November 9 

mailto:liz@loneriderbrewery.com
mailto:jeff@glencarinirishwolfhounds.com
mailto:cordys.gammy@gmail.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/IWAMS/
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Irish Wolfhound Association of the Mid South Objectives 
Bylaws Article 1, Section 1.02 

 

1.  To promote the health and welfare of the Irish Wolfhound; 

 

2. To encourage and sponsor education in all areas pertaining 

to the health and welfare of the Irish Wolfhound; 

 

3. To encourage and promote responsible quality breeding 

of the Irish Wolfhound in accordance with the standards 

approved by the Irish Wolfhound Club of America  

and the American Kennel Club (AKC); 

 

4. To promote and maintain an active rescue and placement 

 service for Irish Wolfhounds that can no longer be maintained 

 by their owners in Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, 

and South Carolina. 


